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BC Learning Pathways
By teachers for teachers



 BC Learning Pathways

A series of resources that help 
teachers develop students’  
literacy and numeracy skills

K-12 
Cross -

Curricular 
Resources

K-4 
Foundational 

Learning 
Progressions
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Where do I find these resources?

From the home page: 
Curriculum | Building 
Student Success - B.C. 
Curriculum
Select the Learning 
Pathways menu tab to 
open the drop-down menu

From the Learning Pathways 
drop-down menu, select 
K-12 Cross-Curricular 
resources or 
K-4 Foundational Learning 
Progressions resources.

Education Programs and Policy Division Provincial Curriculum

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/


BC Learning Pathways resources

• *NEW* K-4 Foundational Learning Progressions 
align directly with Language Arts and Math learning 
standards and describe “proficient” in reading, 
writing, oral language and math

• K-12 Cross Curricular Learning Progressions 
describe “proficient” in literacy and numeracy. Can be 
used in all learning areas

• K-12 Curricular Connections show how to 
incorporate literacy and numeracy into all learning 
areas

• K-12 Teaching and Learning Stories showcase 
examples of teacher practice and proficient student 
learning

  COMING SOON: K-4 Foundational ELA and Math and  
               French Immersion Teaching and Learning Stories
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The Learning Progressions describe Proficient literacy, 
numeracy, and foundational skills by grade level
Proficient is the goal for the end of the year

PROFICIENTPROFICIENT

Education Programs and Policy Division Provincial Curriculum



K-12 Cross-
Curricular Learning
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K-12 Cross-Curricular Literacy Learning Progressions

Skill Sub-skill
Comprehends texts • Interprets texts

• Makes connections
• Analyzes texts

Applies understanding • Curates texts
• Extracts ideas and information
• Synthesizes ideas and information

Develops ideas • Generates ideas
• Evaluates ideas
• Refines ideas

Communicates • Expresses ideas and information
• Presents ideas and information
• Justifies and defends decisions and/or ideas
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K-12 Cross-Curricular Literacy Learning
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Comprehend

Develop

Communicate

Literacy is embedded in Provincial Assessments 

Apply
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K-4 Foundational 
Learning



K-4 English and French 
Immersion Language Arts
• Outline the progression of key 

language skills:
• Reading
• Writing
• Oral language

• Identify areas of strengths and 
areas of support and intervention

K-4 Mathematics
• Outline the progression of key 

mathematics concepts:
• Number Sense
• Computational Fluency
• Patterning and Algebraic Thinking
• Geometry and Measurement
• Data and Probability
• Financial Literacy

• Provide definitions and suggested 
teaching strategies
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The K-4 Foundational Learning 
Progressions describe 
Proficient in key Language 
Arts and Math skills
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K-4 ELA Foundational Learning Progressions

Where we started
• K-7 Foundational Learning Progressions, separated into Reading and Writing
• Reading and Writing both contained Oral Language components 
• 9 Skills and 37 Sub-skills

Field Review
• K-4 Foundational Learning Progressions, separated into Oral Language, Reading 

and Writing
• 9 Skills and 19 Sub-skills

Final Release
• K-4 Foundational Learning Progressions including front matter  and 

overview document information
• 5 Skills and 11 Sub-skills
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K-4 Foundational ELA Learning Progressions

Skill Sub-skill
Oral language • Vocabulary

• Sentence Construction (Syntax)
• Oral Storytelling

Reading and Spelling: 
Word Level

• Phonemic Awareness
• Phonics
• Morphology
• Spelling

Fluency • Fluency

Comprehension • Comprehension

Writing • Printing
• Composition
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Learning Pathways 
Supporting 
Resources



Curricular Connections provide starting points for planning competency development

Skill
● Sub-skill

Learning 
area

Curricular 
Competency Student learning opportunity

Comprehends 
text 

Makes 
meaning from 
text 

• Interprets 
texts 

• Makes 
connections 

• Analyzes 
texts 

Social Studies
(K/1)

Use Social Studies inquiry 
processes and skills to ask 
questions; gather, interpret, 
and analyze ideas; and 
communicate findings and 
decisions

As a whole class, students gather information about the different 
responsibilities children might have at home and at school. Students might 
gather information by listening to several texts about responsibilities, 
including oral stories from older students, and asking questions about and 
discussing why responsibilities are important.

Career 
Education 

(2/3)

Recognize the importance 
of positive relationships in 
their lives

The teacher facilitates discussions with students around their connections 
between home and community. What are positive relationships, and how 
can students identify one? Students explore the concept of family through 
books, stories, videos, and other texts. The teacher helps to draw 
connections between texts and the students’ own lives, and to consider 
the nature of positive relationships in other contexts.

Science (4)

Make predictions based on 
prior knowledge; transfer 
and apply learning to new 
situations 

Students imagine that they are travelling to a biome of their choice and 
need to pack a suitcase to prepare for their journey. They must research 
the climate of their biome and consider their own needs. They can also 
consider the efficiency and weight of certain materials. 
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Teaching and Learning Stories:
Socials/ELA Grade 1

• Reflect on the 
teacher’s planning 
and assessment. Do 
you agree with the 
teacher’s assessment 
of proficient?

• Discuss the learning 
story with others and 
co-plan a similar 
activity

• Adapt the learning 
story to emphasize 
different curricular 
competencies, 
literacy/numeracy or 
foundational skills, or 
grade levels

Ideas for using 
learning stories:
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BC Learning Pathways support 
teachers to report student learning
• Cross-Curricular and Foundational Learning 

Progressions:
• define and describe what proficient student learning 

looks like 
• can be used as a jumping off point for descriptive 

feedback
• Curricular Connections provide examples of how to 

develop the curricular competencies and skills in the 
classroom

• Teaching and Learning Stories:
• provide examples of what proficient student learning 

looks like
• provide examples of student-centered descriptive 

feedback and proficient student work
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Cross-curricular and Foundational 
Learning Progressions support 
descriptive feedback

Descriptive feedback is:
• Concise
• Strengths-based
• Describes student learning 
• Identifies specific areas for future 

growth
• Uses family and student-friendly 

language
• Lesson plans and the learning 

standards of the curriculum do not 
need to be summarized

English Language Arts Grade 3: Proficient

Quinn:
• Engaged with our class read-aloud by making personal 

connections to the main character’s journey, and making 
predictions about next events in the plot

• Fluently read novel passages out loud, using good 
intonation. Quinn proficiently applied knowledge of 
phonics to decode complex words like “doughnut”

• Logically organized their written chapter summary with a 
topic sentence and a key detail from the text

• Should continue to use the content-specific vocabulary 
found in our novel study and from other learning areas like 
Science

• Is encouraged to use relevant feedback to revise their 
ideas during writing and discussions, and incorporate them 
with their own thoughts
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• The Learning Pathways support teachers in 
planning, teaching, assessing, and 
reporting within the revised curriculum.

• The Learning Pathways support teachers in 
helping students develop foundational, 
literacy, and numeracy skills connected to 
each learning area, including Language 
Arts and Math.

• The Learning Pathways support teachers 
with language to assess and report 
students’ competency and conceptual 
development

Key 
Messages

Education Programs and Policy 
Division

Provincial Curriculum



  BC Learning Pathways
 https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/learning-pathways

  K-12 Student Reporting Policy
 Communicating Student Learning Guidelines

 Additional Reporting Policy info for teachers
 https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/information-for-educators-and-school-leaders

 Reporting Policy Webinar series
 https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/k-12-student-reporting-webinar-series
 10-minute videos; modules 4, 5, and 7 recommended for teachers

 Literacy Supports Initiatives
 https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/literacy-screening

 Learning Resource Policy
 https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/resources-policy/learning-resources-policy-clarification
 https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/resources-policy/guidance-on-learning-resources-selection

Further Information
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QUESTIONS? Please email us with follow up questions!
LearningPathways@gov.bc.ca 
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Thank you
Merci
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