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Curriculum and Classroom Assessment
• create learning opportunities that 

help students develop, practice, or 
demonstrate content knowledge and 
the curricular competencies

• emphasize transferable Literacy and 
Numeracy critical thinking and 
communication skills

• develop an understanding of what 
Proficient looks like

Student Reporting Policy
• communicate about students’ growth 

towards the learning standards and 
give descriptive feedback

Our team’s work: supporting teachers to
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BC Learning Pathways
By teachers for teachers



 BC Learning Pathways

A series of resources that help 
teachers develop students’  
literacy and numeracy skills

K-12 
Cross -

Curricular 
Resources

K-4 
Foundational 

Learning 
Progressions

Education Programs and Policy Division Provincial Curriculum

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/learning-pathways


Where do I find these resources?

From the home page: 
Curriculum | Building 
Student Success - B.C. 
Curriculum
Select the Learning 
Pathways menu tab to 
open the drop-down menu

From the Learning Pathways 
drop-down menu, select 
K-12 Cross-Curricular 
resources or 
K-4 Foundational Learning 
Progressions resources.
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Learning Pathways support teachers in curriculum 
implementation and classroom assessment

Plan
Intentionally plan 

learning opportunities 
that support the 
development of 

foundational, critical 
thinking, and 

communication skills.

Teach
Develop competencies 
and content knowledge 

through learning 
activities and 

meaningful classroom 
assessment.

Assess
Use proficiency 

descriptors to give 
descriptive feedback, 

moving students along 
the Proficiency Scale.
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BC Learning Pathways resources

• K-12 Cross Curricular Learning Progressions 
describe “proficient” in literacy and numeracy. 
Can be used in all learning areas

• *NEW* K-4 Foundational Learning 
Progressions align directly with Language Arts 
and Math learning standards and describe 
“proficient” in reading, writing, oral language and 
math

• Curricular Connections show how to 
incorporate literacy and numeracy into all 
learning areas

• Teaching and Learning Stories showcase 
examples of teacher practice and proficient 
student learning
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The Learning Progressions describe Proficient literacy, 
numeracy, and foundational skills by grade level

PROFICIENTPROFICIENT
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K-12 Cross-
Curricular Learning



L I T E R A C Y  A N D  N U M E R A C Y

Numeracy is “the ability to interpret and apply mathematical 
understanding to solve problems in a variety of contexts and to 
analyze and communicate these solutions in ways relevant to the 
given context.”

Literacy is “the ability to understand, critically analyze, and create a 
variety of communication forms, including oral, written, visual, 
digital, and multimedia. Literate students can make meaning from 
text and express themselves in a variety of modes; they are able to 
comprehend, make connections, critically analyze, as well as create 
texts and communicate for a variety of purposes.”
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The K-12 Cross-Curricular Learning Pathways highlight 
transferrable literacy and numeracy thinking and 
communication skills that are essential to all learning areas of the 
curriculum.

• interpreting the context behind a problem in 
Science (creating a research question) 

• connecting ideas and information in ADST 
(investigating different models to build a prototype)

• communicating ideas and information in PHE 
(researching and creating a personal plan for 
healthy living)

Examples:
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Skill Sub-skill
Interprets • Understands the real-world problem

• Extracts relevant information
• Identifies parameters and limitations

Applies • Translates the scenario into a mathematical problem
• Represents the mathematical problem
• Develops a plan of approach

Solves • Estimates reasonably in context
• Solves the mathematical problem
• Verifies accuracy of the mathematical problem

Analyzes • Reflects on the reasonableness of the solution in context
• Evaluates alternative approaches
• Revises approach as needed

Communicates • Defends decisions and assumptions
• Explains the approach taken
• Represents processes and solution
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• Interpret: students extract information from the context 
and identify the parameters or the limitations of the 
mathematical model used to represent the 
contextualized experience

• Apply: students translate their thinking process into a  
visual model

• Solve: students find a solution to the problem using the 
model to explain their strategy

• Analyze: students evaluate other strategies or solutions 
which enhance their model

• Communicate: students describe their thought process 
or explain their model with reference to the context

Literacy and Numeracy support the Curricular 
Competencies
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Interpret

Apply/Solve

Communicate

Literacy and Numeracy are embedded in Provincial Assessments 

Analyze
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K-4 Foundational 
Learning



K-4 English and French 
Immersion Language Arts
• Outline the progression of key 

language skills:
• Reading
• Writing
• Oral language

• Identify areas of strengths and 
areas of support and intervention

K-4 Mathematics
• Outline the progression of key 

mathematics concepts:
• Number Sense
• Computational Fluency
• Patterning and Algebraic Thinking
• Geometry and Measurement
• Data and Probability
• Financial Literacy

• Provide definitions and suggested 
teaching strategies
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The K-4 Foundational Learning 
Progressions describe 
Proficient in key Language 
Arts and Math skills
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Learning Pathways 
Supporting 
Resources



Curricular Connections provide starting points for planning competency development

Skill
● Sub-skill

Learning 
area

Curricular 
Competency Student learning opportunity

Interprets
● Understan

ds the real-
world 
problem

● Extracts 
relevant 
information

● Identifies 
parameters 
and 
limitations

Career 
Education 

(K/1)

Identify and appreciate 
their personal attributes, 
skills, interests, and 
accomplishments

In a group discussion, students talk about their personal interests 
and skills, which the teacher sorts and records on a Venn diagram. 
The students guess, identify, and discuss why the terms are placed 
accordingly.

Science (4)

Suggest ways to plan 
and conduct an inquiry 
to find answers to their 
questions

Students investigate different materials that claim to insulate. They 
compare the materials with each other, as well as with advertised 
ratings and units (e.g., “Keeps liquids hot for 15 hours!” or “Rated 
to –10°C”). As a class, students discuss their understanding of 
insulators, and identify a way to compare the advertised claims of 
heat insulation, using the same testing method and units.

Social Studies 
(Human 

Geography 
12)

Draw conclusions about 
the variation and 
distribution of 
geographic phenomena 
over time and space 
(patterns and trends)

Students research and compare a locally grown or produced food 
with food that is imported domestically or internationally. They 
study the impact on jobs and the economy of local versus non-
local products by collecting and interpreting data and statistics 
regarding local growing seasons, impacts of weather and lost 
crops, price differences, travel times/shipping distances, tariffs, or 
other economic factors within the supply and delivery chain.
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Teaching and Learning Stories:
Math Grade 2/3

• Reflect on the 
teacher’s planning 
and assessment. Do 
you agree with the 
teacher’s assessment 
of proficient?

• Discuss the learning 
story with others and 
co-plan a similar 
activity

• Adapt the learning 
story to emphasize 
different curricular 
competencies, 
literacy/numeracy or 
foundational skills, or 
grade levels

Ideas for using 
learning stories:

Education Programs and Policy Division Provincial Curriculum

This student was able to set a 
realistic goal with parameters 
and use different 
mathematization strategies to 
calculate how many cars we would 
need to wash.
When I asked them to explain 
their thinking they said, “First I 
kept adding $5 until I reached $50. 
I know that 50+50+50=150 so I 
didn’t have to keeping adding the 
5’s one at a time. I counted the 5’s 
I added, 10 all together so then I 
knew 10+10+10=30 (multiplicative 
thinking). That’s pretty good, we 
only have to wash 30 cars. I think 
we might be able to do even 
more.”

Teacher’s Observations

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/learning-pathways/teaching-and-learning-stories


Teaching and Learning Stories: 
Foundational Math Grade 3
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Les Histoires d’enseignement et 
d’apprentissage:  Mathématiques et Éducation artistique 

4e et 5e années 

La géométrie à travers 
l’art de Kandinsky

Liens en numératie 

et en littératie

Compétences acquises, 
mises en pratique ou 
évaluées

NUMÉRATIE : 

Applique – Représente le 
problème mathématique

Représente le problème 
mathématique en utilisant du 
matériel de manipulation, des 
diagrammes ou des équations 
familières

o Les polygones réguliers et 
irréguliers

o Le classement des prismes et 
des Pyramides

o Le périmètre de figures 
géométriques régulières et 
irrégulières

o Créer des œuvres d’art en 
appliquant des idées inspirées 
par l’imagination, par 
l’investigation, par 
l’expérimentation et par 
l’apprentissage par le jeu

LITTÉRATIE : 

Communique les idées et 
informations – Exprime des 
idées et informations

Décrit les idées ou informations 
en utilisant des matériaux 
pertinents du 

domaine d’apprentissage

o Communiquer un concept 
mathématique de plusieurs 
façons 
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Teaching Strategies and Learning Resources
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BC Learning Pathways support 
teachers to report student learning
• Curricular Connections provide examples of how to 

develop the curricular competencies and skills in the 
classroom

• Cross-Curricular and Foundational Learning 
Progressions:
• define and describe what proficient student learning 

looks like 
• can be used as a jumping off point for descriptive 

feedback
• Teaching and Learning Stories:

• provide examples of what proficient student learning 
looks like

• provide examples of student-centered descriptive 
feedback
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Cross-curricular and Foundational 
Learning Progressions support 
descriptive feedback

Descriptive feedback is:
• Concise
• Strengths-based
• Describes student learning 
• Identifies specific areas for future 

growth
• Uses family and student-friendly 

language
• Lesson plans and the learning 

standards of the curriculum do not 
need to be summarized

Mathematics Grade 3: Proficient

Quinn:
• Demonstrated proficient problem-solving strategies in 

the Barn Design project through understanding the 
context, drawing an accurate design, using multiple 
strategies to find perimeter, and describing their 
thinking during a Math Talk.

• Practiced and solidified addition math facts to 20 and 
showed understanding of multiplication using arrays 
(physical objects) 

• Should continue their use of physical objects as tools 
for problem solving multiplication and division

• Is encouraged to take more risks to communicate 
their problem-solving approach, decisions, and 
reasoning during Math Talks
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• The Learning Pathways support teachers in 
planning, teaching, assessing, and 
reporting within the revised curriculum.

• The Learning Pathways support teachers in 
helping students develop foundational, 
literacy, and numeracy skills connected to 
each learning area, including Language 
Arts and Math.

• The Learning Pathways support teachers 
with language to assess and report 
students’ competency and conceptual 
development

Key 
Messages

Education Programs and Policy 
Division

Provincial Curriculum



  BC Learning Pathways: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/learning-pathways

  K-12 Student Reporting Policy Communicating Student Learning 
Guidelines

 Additional Reporting Policy info for teachers: 
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/information-for-educators-and-
school-leaders

 Reporting Policy info for parents: 
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-
caregivers
scroll down and click on Communicating Student Learning: Information for 
Parents and Caregivers Package to find information in 8 different 
languages

 Reporting Policy Webinar series: 
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/k-12-student-reporting-webinar-
series
10-minute videos; modules 4, 5, and 7 recommended for teachers

Further Information
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QUESTIONS? Please email us with follow up questions!
LearningPathways@gov.bc.ca 
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Thank you
Merci
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