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February is BCTF Antipoverty Month. As teachers, we have all seen the effects of poverty on our 
students and their families. Children whose families are struggling to make ends meet are much 
less likely to experience success at school.  
 

The factors contributing to poverty are multiple and much more complex than many of us might 
imagine. Many families earning the $10.85 minimum wage are only able to find part-time 
positions. Even minimum wage earners who have full-time employment live well below the 
poverty line. The high costs of childcare, rent, and transportation make it impossible for many of 
these families to meet their basic needs. Those unable to work struggle to survive on the $610 
per month provided by social assistance payments. These funds haven’t increased in seven years.  

 

With Canada’s second highest poverty rate (13.4%) and one in 
five children living in poverty, British Columbia is definitely in 
need of a poverty reduction plan.  

The BCTF has joined many antipoverty advocacy groups to call on the provincial government to 
adopt a poverty reduction plan with legislated goals and timelines. The details of this seven 
pillared plan can be seen on the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition website.   
 

With the provincial election drawing near, there has never been a better time to advocate for a 
poverty-free BC. This edition of Seeds of Social Justice provides resources, workshops, and 
opportunities for teachers to learn more about poverty in BC, as well as strategies to get involved 
in putting an end to it. 

 
 

 

February is also Black History Month. This is an important 
time for teachers to focus on the contributions of Afro-
Canadians and raise awareness of the historical injustices 
they have faced. Visit the BCTF Antiracism Action Group’s 
Black History Month web page for information and 
resources.  
  
You are also invited to participate in the Canadian 
Labour Congress’ webinar series, “Working While 
Black.” Participants will build networks, skills, and 
knowledge to help develop spaces that are free of 
racism and discrimination.  

http://bcpovertyreduction.ca/learn-more/plan-for-bc/
http://bcpovertyreduction.ca/
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17660
http://canadianlabour.ca/WWB
http://canadianlabour.ca/WWB
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February 13–17 is BC Heritage Week. This year’s theme, My Canada, 
invites us all to celebrate Canada’s heritage. This is a perfect time to 
examine our roles and the ongoing impacts of colonization on 
Aboriginal people. Consider introducing your students to the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, or using the Project of 
Heart resource in your classroom. Additional resources and 
workshops are available on the BCTF Aboriginal Education web pages. 

 

The United Nations’ World Day of Social Justice takes place on February 20. This year’s theme is 
“A Just Transition—Environmentally sustainable economies and societies.” Download the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ book Challenging McWorld for information and lesson 
plans that support teachers in addressing these issues. 

 

 

February 24 is the Pink Shirt Day. The BCTF LGBTQ Action 
Group’s newly revised Day of Pink posters will be arriving in your 
schools soon. These include lesson plans that help teachers 
refocus this day away from a generic anti-bullying event, and 
towards one in which we honour and celebrate LGBTQ rights.  
Find additional resources on CASJ’s Day of Pink web page. 

Freedom to Read Week on February 26–March 4, is a time to 
reflect on and celebrate our right to intellectual freedom. Visit 
the Freedom to Read website to access resources, including 
lesson plans and videos. 

 

 

The Antipoverty Action group has produced four new 
infographics based on the BCTF research document, 
Poverty and Education Survey: A teacher’s perspective. 
These posters complement the previous infographics on 
Poverty in BC Public Schools, Hungry Families, School 
Fees, and a Poverty Reduction Plan, which were released 
last year. The BCTF Antipoverty web page provides 
lesson plans and resources to introduce two of these 
infographics during each week of Antipoverty Month.  

 

http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/HiddenHistory/
http://www.bctf.ca/HiddenHistory/
http://www.bctf.ca/AboriginalEducation.aspx
http://www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/challenging-mcworld-second-edition
http://www.bctf.ca/DayOfPink/
http://www.freedomtoread.ca/freedom-to-read-week/#.Vo8GW1Lz4zH
http://www.bctf.ca/PovertyResearch.aspx
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/2015%20Economic%20Pressures%20of%20BC%20Families%20final(1).pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/rev2%20Jan%2012%202016%20HungryStudents.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/Climbing%20the%20Money%20Wall(1).pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/Climbing%20the%20Money%20Wall(1).pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/2015%20Breaking%20the%20Cycle%20infographic(1).pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6308
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The Poverty as a Classroom Issue workshop 
helps teachers develop an awareness of the 
issue of poverty and its implications for our 
students. It will challenge teachers to reflect 
on the assumptions we make about children 
living in poverty, and offer strategies on how 
to support children who may be 
experiencing discrimination at school 
because of their socio-economic status. 
 

 

 

You Can Make a Difference to People Living 
in Poverty is a newly revised workshop 
which raises participants’ awareness of 
poverty issues in their classrooms using 
information from the BCTF Poverty and 
Education Survey. Participants will assess 
their own schools, local, and community’s 
poverty-related needs, and work in groups 
on a plan of action. 

 

To request these or other social justice workshops for a school-based, local or regional 
professional development (PD) day, or for a School Union Representative Training (SURT) day, 
click on the “Book this Workshop” link below the workshop description on the BCTF Social Justice 
and Global Education Workshops page.  

 

 

http://www.bctf.ca/PD/WorkshopDetail.aspx?id=38732
http://www.bctf.ca/PD/WorkshopDetail.aspx?id=38739
http://www.bctf.ca/PD/WorkshopDetail.aspx?id=38739
http://www.bctf.ca/PD/workshops.aspx?id=233056
http://www.bctf.ca/PD/workshops.aspx?id=233056
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The BCTF is participating in the Poverty Free BC Week 
of Action with the goal of making poverty an election 
issue. Each day of the week will focus on one of the 
seven pillars of a poverty reduction plan: 
 February 25: The fight for $15 and good jobs 

 February 26: Marginalized communities 

 February 27: Health 

 February 28: Education 

 March 1: Childcare 

 March 2: Welfare and disability 

 March 3: Housing 

 March 4: Rally in Vancouver 

 

The Poverty Free BC Week of Action document on the BCTF Antipoverty web page provides links 
to teaching resources, compiled and created by Committee for Action on Social Justice (CASJ) 
member Nichelle Penney, for use during the Week of Action.  
 
For the focus on public education on February 28, the BCTF will host a webinar on poverty in 
schools. Resources will be available soon to support local presidents, election contacts, and social 
justice contacts in organizing local events on this date.  

 
 

Common myths about people living in poverty, such as “people take advantage of our generous 
welfare system” and “job creation will end poverty,” are often cited to minimize the need for 
systemic responses to poverty. The BC Poverty Reduction Coalition’s Poverty Myth Busters web 
page includes information, videos, and posters that help to dispel some of these myths.  
 
The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ report “Long Overdue: Why BC Needs a Poverty 
Reduction Plan”  provides evidence countering the provincial government’s rationale for rejecting 
calls for a poverty reduction plan. This rationale includes claims that similar plans have failed in 
other provinces, and suggestions that the government will end poverty by creating more jobs. For 
further evidence of the success of poverty reduction plans, listen to the January 13 edition of CBC 
Vancouver’s the Early Edition, which features an interview with antipoverty advocate Dan 
Meades on the success of Newfoundland’s poverty reduction plan, which has been in effect for 
over ten years. 

 

http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/Poverty%20free%20week%20of%20action.pdf
http://bcpovertyreduction.ca/campaigns/povertymythbusters/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/long-overdue
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/long-overdue
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/programs/theearlyedition/january-13-2017-1.3934444
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The antipoverty advocacy group Raise the Rates has 
developed a number of free and downloadable 
resources to raise awareness of poverty in BC for 
their We Can’t Afford Poverty campaign. Visit the 
campaign videos page for short, informative videos 
featuring comedian Charlie Demers. 

 

 

 
 

Local social justice grants provide seed money for activities or projects involving several schools 
within a local aimed at bringing about systemic change for social justice. This grant is awarded on 
a first-come, first-served basis. The BCTF has already awarded grants to four locals this year. 
Kamloops and New Westminster’s projects involve workshops aimed at empowering students to 
make positive change. Creston will host a symposium involving refugees, Holocaust survivors, and 
residential school survivors, and Nanaimo will be offering LGBTQ workshops for students. 
 
There are limited funds remaining, so consider applying for a local social justice grant well before 
the April 15 deadline. For more information, including application forms and examples of past 
projects, visit the Social Justice Grants and Funds web page. 

 
Barb Ryeburn 
Assistant Director of Social Justice 
BC Teachers' Federation 
100-550 West 6th Avenue 
Vancouver, BC  V5S 4P2 
604-871-1821 
Toll free: 1-800-663-9163 
bryeburn@bctf.ca 

BR:464/lt:Tfeu 

 
 

https://nopovertybc.ca/action/posters/
https://nopovertybc.ca/
https://nopovertybc.ca/action/videos/
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/LocalSJGrantsInfoAndApplication.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJusticeGrants.aspx
mailto:bryeburn@bctf.ca

