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With Remembrance Day a major focus, November is an excellent month to highlight peace and global 
education in your classroom. Canada’s image as a world leader in peacekeeping has deteriorated over 
the past several decades. We have become the second biggest arms dealer in the Middle East and the 
sixth biggest arms-exporting nation in the world. Canada’s role in resource extraction has also been 
associated with infringements on global peace and security. For example, many people protesting the 
environmental effects of mining by Canadian companies overseas have been threatened, attacked, 
killed, or “disappeared.”  
 
These developments mean that teachers have a bigger role than ever to play in supporting the coming 
generations in developing knowledge, critical thinking skills, and values that allow them to question 
Canada’s role on the world stage and contribute to a more peaceful world. If you are interested in taking 
on the role of educator for peace, we invite you to look at the resources featured in this issue of Seeds 
of Social Justice. 
 

 

 

Veterans’ Week begins on November 5 and ends on 
Remembrance Day on November 11. On National Aboriginal 
Veterans’ Day, November 8, consider watching the films First 
Nations and the First World War and Honouring Our Veterans to 
develop a deeper understanding of the experiences of the over 
7,000 Aboriginal people who have served in Canada’s armed 
forces. See the article “White Poppies are for a Culture of 
Peace” in this issue of Seeds of Social Justice for ideas on how to 
incorporate peace into the Remembrance Day activities in your 
classroom. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MfmH5s1moM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MfmH5s1moM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4NGNwDM38w
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Consider celebrating BC Multiculturalism Week on November 13–19 
by delving beyond the token “dance, dress, and dining” activities 
often associated with multicultural celebrations. The new BCTF 
Racism in Canada Timeline poster and accompanying video identify 
significant dates in Canada’s history when multiculturalism was far 
from valued. For additional resources, see the BCTF Antiracism web 
pages. 

National Child Day is celebrated on November 20 to recognize the United Nations Declaration and 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. UNICEF Canada’s National Child Day web page provides resources 
and actions to raise awareness of children’s rights.  

 

November 20 is also the Transgender Day of Remembrance, a day set 
aside to remember the victims of antitransgender hatred or 
prejudice. Resources promoting inclusion and supporting teachers in 
creating safe spaces for trans* people are available on the BCTF 
LGBTQ web pages. Help raise awareness of the importance of gender-
inclusivity by encouraging parents in your school or local to book the 
parent workshop, Supporting Gender-Inclusive Communities.  

Encourage staff and students in your school to 
wear white for women and girls on November 
25, the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women. This is the start of 16 
days of action leading up to the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence against 
Women on December 6.  
 
For ideas on activities to carry out in your class, 
see the What You Can Do resource, along with 
the back of the Wear White for Women and 
Girls poster on the BCTF Status of Women web 
pages.    

 

 

http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Antiracism/RacismTimeline.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvqXh83IJgM&feature=plcp
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17632
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=17632
http://www.unicef.ca/en/our-work/article/celebrate-national-child-day
https://tdor.info/about-2/
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6106
http://bctf.ca/parents.aspx?id=39874
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/SW/16-DaysPoster.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/SW/16-DaysPoster.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/SW/16Days.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/SW/ww4w.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/SW/ww4w.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/StatusOfWomen/
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This November, consider wearing a white peace poppy as well as a 
red poppy. Remembrance Day becomes an opportunity for teachers 
to incorporate the concept of peace in a dialogue that has been 
traditionally about war. White peace poppies and children’s stories 
about peace encourage discussion about alternatives to war. Peace 
poppies commemorate all victims of war, reject war as a tool for 
social change, and demonstrate a commitment to building a better 
future. Remembering is important, but it isn’t enough. 

Stories about peace can deepen classroom discussions around Remembrance Day and war. Suggested 
stories that I use in my primary classroom are The Gardener’s Surprise by Carla Balzaretti, Sensing Peace 
by Suzana Yoder, The Peace Book by Todd Parr, and What Does Peace Feel Like? by V. Radunsky. Visit 
the White Poppies for a Culture of Peace website for more information on the white poppy campaign. 
Click on the schools tab to find ideas and resources for both elementary and secondary school classes.  

 
 

 

Recruiters may take advantage of the admiration 
for veterans generated during Veterans’ Week to 
encourage youth to join the military. It is 
important to ensure that young people are 
equipped with the necessary information and tools 
to make informed decisions around joining the 
military. This poster helps generate discussions in 
the classroom and provides teachers with a list of 
recommended actions to raise awareness of 
military recruitment as a social justice issue. 

The Acts of Transformation, from War Toys to Peace Art  
teaching resource guide is a valuable document for 
teachers wishing to engage students in active peace 
education. The document includes a number of lesson 
plans along with resources and background information to 
help educators teach about peace.  
 
The non-profit organization Promoting Cultures of Peace 
for Children offers grants to support fine arts projects for 
children that promote cultures of peace and non-violence. 
Visit their War Toys to Peace Art website for more 
information.  

 

http://www.members.shaw.ca/peacepoppies
http://www.members.shaw.ca/peacepoppies/peacepoppies-schools.html
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Programs/GlobalEd/Military_Recruitement_Web.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Publications/WarToysToPeaceArt.pdf
http://www.wartoystopeaceart.org/
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One major consequence of current wars and oppression around the world is the increased number of 
refugees who are forced to flee their countries. The long-term solution to this problem involves 
contributing to more peaceful relationships at the global level. But teachers can play an important role 
in the short-term by creating welcoming spaces for refugees in our schools, classrooms, and 
communities, and by advocating for policies that will allow more displaced people to find a safe haven in 
Canada. The Refugee Resources page on the BCTF website contains resources to help teachers meet 
these goals. 

Find these and other Peace and Global Education resources on the BCTF Peace and Global Education 
Action Group web pages. To request hard copies of posters and booklets, email socialjustice@bctf.ca. 

 

 

 

In line with the big ideas and core competencies of 
the new curriculum, this recently updated, 
interactive workshop provides resources for 
teachers and their students to create peaceful 
learning communities and to discuss current global 
realities. Topics include the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the effects 
of poverty, war, and violence on children and 
youth, and the Canadian military’s marketing 
campaign. 

 

Are you looking for new ways to energize how you 
teach existing units? Introducing a global 
perspective into your classroom can be 
challenging, but exciting. Bring your existing ideas, 
a current unit, or theme to this workshop and let 
us show you how to integrate, infuse, and deliver 
it from a global perspective at any grade level. A 
global education approach activates student 
interest as it increases personal engagement and 
involvement in the classroom, the surrounding 
community, and our world. This workshop is 
beneficial for K–12. 

To request these or other social justice workshops for a school-based, local, or regional professional 
development day, or for a School Union Representative Training (SURT) day, please use the Faxback 
Workshop Request Form. 

 

  

http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=38968
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6214
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6214
mailto:socialjustice@bctf.ca
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/PSI%20Request%20Form%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/Poverty/PSI%20Request%20Form%202016-2017.pdf
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Co-sponsored by the World Peace Forum Society and the Simon Fraser University Institute for the 
Humanities, the 2016 Teach-in “Crisis and Resistance” is an excellent professional development 
opportunity for teachers interested in peace and global education. The event will be take place on 
Saturday, November 19, at Simon Fraser University–Harbour Centre in Vancouver.  
For more information, visit the World Peace Forum website at www.peaceforumteachin.org. 

 

 

The Canadian Council for Refugees (CCR) is a non-profit organization 
that advocates for the rights of refugees and other vulnerable 
people in Canada and around the world. The CCR website provides 
information on current issues and suggests actions to address these 
issues. The Refugees Welcome Here campaign, an awareness-raising 
initiative of the CCR and Amnesty International, provides resources 
that can be used in the classroom to help foster communities that 
are welcoming to refugees.   

 

 
Do you have an idea for an activity in your school or classroom that promotes socially responsible 
teaching in an inclusive, safe, and healthy environment? The Ed May Social Responsibility Fund provides 
up to $2,000 for teachers to implement projects focused on promoting social justice in areas such as 
violence-prevention, antiracism, antipoverty, gender-equity, global education, environmental justice, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and peace.  
 
For an application form and examples of past Ed May projects, visit the Grants and Funds page on the 
BCTF Social Justice web pages. The submission deadline is November 23, 2016.  

Barb Ryeburn 
Assistant Director of Social Justice 
BC Teachers’ Federation 
100-550 West 6th Avenue 
Vancouver, BC  V5S 4P2 
604-871-1821 
Toll free: 1-800-663-9163 
bryeburn@bctf.ca 
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http://www.peaceforumteachin.org/
http://ccrweb.ca/en/home
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-welcome-here
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/EdMaySocialResponsibilityEducationFund.pdf
http://bctf.ca/SocialJusticeGrants.aspx
mailto:bryeburn@bctf.ca

