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  February 3rd, 2014 
 
 
The Honourable Christy Clark 
Premier of British Columbia 
Premier's Office 
West Annex 
Legislative Assembly of British Columbia 
 
Dear Premier Clark: 
 
Following the latest ruling from B.C. Supreme Court in the matter of Bill 22, it is time for your 
government to be honest with the public about your pre-election plans to “provoke a 
strike” by the B.C. Teachers Federation (BCTF).  
  
You told the public that the aim of this unconstitutional legislation was “to keep teachers in 
class,” yet B.C. Supreme Court Justice Griffin says the exact opposite. Her ruling details a 
conspiracy at the highest level of your government to provoke a strike in our schools, 
throwing children and their families into chaos for political gain. 
  
Justice Griffin used excerpts from cabinet documents to determine that, far from trying to 
end job action, your “government had a strategy in mind that it would be to its benefit if 
negotiations failed and if collective bargaining resulted in a strike and impasse.” 
  
Far from showing good faith, these documents show that “when a full strike did not 
materialize, so important was a strike to the government strategy that in September 2011, 
[government representative Paul] Straszak planned a government strategy of increasing 
the pressure on the union so as to provoke a strike.” 
  
We are calling on you to release these cabinet documents, which Justice Griffin called 
"highly relevant," to the public as the first step in an apology to British Columbians for 
deliberately disrupting B.C.'s schools, children and their families lives for purely political 
purposes.   
  
As you said on Feb. 28, 2011, “there is nothing more important that any government can 
do than ensure that we have the best possible public education system available for every 
single child in British Columbia.” 
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However, the “best possible public education system available” is not possible in British 
Columbia without a fresh start for you, your government, families and teachers. 
 
Again, we urge you to do the right thing and be honest with the public about the stress 
and chaos your government has created in our public school system. 
  
The best starting point to move towards your stated interest in "educational stability" at this 
critical time would be to release the cabinet documents, end your government's 
provocative and unsuccessful legal battles, and move forward by demonstrating a 
genuine spirit of good faith with our province's teaching professionals and B.C. families. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

      
Adrian Dix       Rob Fleming 
Leader       Education Critic 
New Democrat Official Opposition   New Democrat Official Opposition 
  
 

 


